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January In School 1 

1. Reminders, events & dates – Things you need to know 

2. All Things red – Chinese New Year 

3. Early Years’ New Year’s Celebrations!!! 

4. Celebrating Success – Stars of the Week 

 

1. Important: Reminders, events & dates  

 Chinese New Year – 28.01.17. 

 New Phonics Groups Start – 30.01.17. @ 09:00 every morning 

 PTA Meeting – Monday 30th January @ 09:10, in School 2 

 Big Write Assessments – during the weeks of 30.01 - 03.02.17 & 06.02 – 

10.02.17. 

 Valentine’s Day – 14.02.17. 

 Half Term Holiday - 17.02.17  

 2nd Half of Spring Term begins – 27.02.17. 

 Book Week Activities and Assembly – during the week of 27.02.- 03.03.17. 

 Big Write Assessments – during the week of 06.03.- 10.03.17.  

 International Women’s Day – 08.03.17. 

 Mathematics Assessment Week - during the week of 13.03.- 17.03.17. 

 Parents Meetings – 20 & 22.03.17. 

 Science Day – during the week of 27.03.-31.03.17. 

 

2. All Things Red – Chinese New Year! 

Red is the Chinese national colour and represents happiness, beauty, success and good 

fortune. 

This weekend sees the beginning of celebrations for the Chinese New Year. This year it is 

the Year of the Cockerel it begins on Saturday January 28 and lasts until February 15th, 

2018. The New Year, also known as the Spring Festival, is marked by the lunisolar Chinese 

calendar, so the date changes from year to year. 

Each Chinese New Year is characterised by one of 12 animals which appear in the Chinese 

zodiac. The Chinese zodiac is divided into 12 houses, just like its western counterpart, but 

with the major difference being that each house has a time-length of one year instead of one 

month.  

The Personality of the Cockerel 

People born in the Year of the Cockerel are characterised as; honest, energetic, intelligent, 

flexible and confident. The general image of people in this zodiac sign is of always being 

hardworking, resourceful, confident and talented.  In addition, their active, talkative and 
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engaging ways make them popular with people. They are happiest when they are in 

company, enjoying the spotlight.  

Strengths: healthy, sporty, self-assured  

Weaknesses: a little sensitive, stressed, moody 

Popular Chinese New Year Greetings  

1. 新年好 / 新年好 (Xīnnián hǎo) 'New Year goodness!'  

In Mandarin: /sshin-nyen haoww/ 

In Cantonese: /sen-nin haow/  

2. 恭喜发财 / 恭喜發財 (Gōngxǐ fācái) 'Happiness and prosperity!'  

In Mandarin: /gong-sshee faa-tseye/   

In Cantonese: Kunghei fatchoy /gong-hey faa-chwhy/  

3. 步步高升 / 步步高陞 (Bùbù gāoshēng)  A steady rise to high places! — "on the up and up" 

In Mandarin: /boo-boo gaoww-shnng /   

In Cantonese: /boh-boh goh-sshin /  

Lucky Signs for the Cockerel 

 Lucky numbers: 5, 7, 8 
 Lucky colours: brown, gold, and yellow 
 Lucky flower: gladiola  
 Lucky directions: south, southeast 

 

3. Early Years’ New Year’s Celebrations!!! 

Happy Chinese New Year to all! 

We have really enjoyed learning about Chinese New Year this week – a traditional Chinese 
festival that begins on Saturday 28th January. Nursery have been reading stories and practising 
songs and dances to help us understand some of the festival’s customs and icons.  

To celebrate Chinese New Year 2017 - the Year of the Cockerel, our Early Years Unit came 
together all dressed in the lucky colour of red! We had a blast creating a spectacular Chinese 
Dragon, writing Chinese numbers in the magical dragon dust, making traditional lanterns, and 
constructing lucky red envelopes. 中国新年快乐 
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                                          Dragon and Lanterns in Red & Gold 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Writing numbers in Chinese and making the Dragon grow. 
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4. Celebrating Success – Stars of the Week   
 

CONRATULATIONS!!! 

  
         Yr. 1 SD – Alexander,     Yr. 2 PE – Maria R,     Reception – Siyoo,    Yr. 1 AK – Jindrich 

 

                        Nursery – Lika 
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  100% Attendance Winner  Nursery - Jaden        Class Attendance Cup Winners – Yr. 2 PE – 88% 


