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Dear all, 
 
The Autumn term has closed, winter is upon us. 
Here is a small selection of the events that have 
been keeping us all busy this long term. 
 
Best Wishes, 
 
Chris Bridge 



 

Talented Teachers 
We are very fortunate having very talented teachers that bring their talents 
into the classroom the fruits of which can be seen in successful examination 
results. These talents however, are not just limited to the classroom. Two 
teachers in particular have noteworthy 
achievements outside of school. 

 

 

 

We are very proud of our maths teacher 
Ms. Powis for her contribution to the 
Maths IGCSE textbook Cambridge IGCSE® 
Additional Maths Teacher’s Guide 
(Cambridge International Examinations).  

 

 

 

 

The Smithsonian’s National 
Portrait Gallery presents “Black 
Out: Silhouettes Then and Now,” 
opening May 11 and running 
through to March 2019 

 

 

… on view is an 18-foot-tall installation by Canadian artist Kristi Malakoff 
featuring life-size cut-outs of children dancing playfully around a Maypole, a 
seemingly three-dimensional appropriation of silhouettes.  
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IB and IGCSE Results 
 

 

This was another very successful year for our IB programme with an average 
diploma score of 33 (above the global average of 30) and diploma scores 
ranging from 28- 39. We are very proud of our 
students achieving their 
potential this year. 

All of our students 
gained places at their 
first choice of 
university and are 
attending institutions 
around the globe. 
University destinations 
this year include: 

Westminster  Kent  Nijmegen  
Newcastle Bath  Warwick  Leiden  
Groningen  Lancaster City Hull Melbourne Innsbruck  

 

 

The IGCSE results were also very good with 41% of all the exams taken 
returning the top marks of A or A*. The overall pass rate was in excess of 90%. 
Our students are in the right place to gain the best results. 
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September CAS Suzdal Vladimir trip 2018 
 

On September 15th and 16th, Year 
12 and 13 students went on a 
weekend trip to Suzdal and 
Vladimir as part of their CAS 
experiences, including workshops 
on: pottery, metal forging, and quill 
writing to develop their creative 
skills. Students also had the opportunity to engage with the "active" 

strand with the animation group, 
experiencing 
and learning 
about many 
different 
traditional 
Russian 
games. Even 
managed a 
mini science 
lesson through 
the "Lights of 
Vladimir" 
looking at the 
history of 
lighting with 

some interactive experiments using light and colour. 
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Excellent performances during Musical Lunches 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Musical Lunches is the weekly charity 
fundraising event, which was a big 
success last year! We hope that Musical 
Lunches will be an enjoyable event for 
the whole school that will change 
everyone’s life for the better. 
(Kyoka, Polina, Lyssa, Alisa, Lilia, 
Bogdan, Zack, Marisa, 
Roza and Mrs. Danilina) 

 
 

On Tuesday 25th of September the 
performers were Yylmaz and Vasilisa from 
year 7. Yylmaz danced Lezginka and Vasilisa 
sang 'Radioactive' by Imagine Dragons. Both 
of the performances were outstanding. We 
are very thankful that we have such creative, 

talented people in our school! 
Also, a big thank you for all your 
donations- 2.116 roubles were 
collected. 
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Personal statements and universities 
 
 
On Monday the 1st of October the year 
thirteens were lucky enough to have a 
dedicated personal statement session 
from representatives from the London 
universities LSE and UCL. As well as 
introducing to what student life is like in 
London they gave some excellent 
guidance on how to construct an 
effective personal statement for their 
UCAS application. 
According to Daria P it was really useful to understand the elements needed in 
an application. 
 

 

 

 

UK and Netherlands University Visit 
On Wednesday the 3rd of October students from years eleven, twelve and 
thirteen were visited by representatives from Warwick and Bristol universities 
in the UK and members of the Netherlands Education support office who 
talked about further education in the UK and Netherlands.  

Students found it helpful to get a chance to have a direct talk with 
representatives from two countries in order to ascertain exactly what was 
required to attend and make some initial introductions. 

Events like this are really helpful in focusing our students' minds on developing 
appropriate academic goals they can work towards to help secure their future. 
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International Day! 

The 2018 International Day was a great success! All of the activities were 
brilliant and everyone had a huge amount 
of fun. After doing a whole school survey, 
we found the ones that everyone 
specifically enjoyed were Russia and 
Japan! Not only did the participants enjoy 
them, but so did the organisers. The 
interaction with the students on this day 
was very relaxed and informal, making it 
even more fun, as everyone felt welcome. 

The atmosphere on the 
day was particularly good 
because so many people came in their traditional costumes.  

The wonderful Talent Show we had is also going to stay in our 
memories forever, as there were unforgettable student 
performances as well as guest performances allowing us to 
get a glimpse of how many 
talented performers are 
connected to our school. The 

guest performances included traditional 
dances from countries around the world, which 
were absolutely amazing, as well as a very 
professional Jazz performance. The winners of 
the talent show were outstanding! 
They were Zulia (1st place), Geon Hee (2nd 

place) and Julia (3rd place).  

Alisa Kononchuk - Kamchatka Junior House Captain 
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Bulgakov Museum Trip 

 

 

Mikhail Bulgakov's home is now preserved as a museum. Here we were visually 
introduced to the settings described in Master and Margarita. We were shown 
and described how Bulgakov lived and wrote in a communal house with 
unpleasant people, influencing his writing. We were told about his interesting 
life and his transition from Doctor in Kiev to writer in Moscow. The house was 
large with beautiful antiques and a reconstruction of the room of his final days 
and a collection of art.    

Year 13 students  
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The horrors of Halloween! 
 

For several years we have celebrated this 
holiday and each year we do everything we can 
to make it better and better. This year, all 
activities took place during the third period, 
although all students were encouraged to 
come in costumes in the morning and wear 
them all day. All activities were organised by 
year 12 and year 13, student council members and parents all made significant 

contributions. 

 

 

 

 

During the third period students participated 
in activities such as: Haunted house, which surprised 

participants with realistic props and decorations and made you shiver 
while walking through; Mummy wrap, which challenged our team working 
skills; a creepy Mystery box and a whole school real Treasure hunt! After that 
students could enjoy a disco or watch several short horror movies. During the 
morning registration students were also invited to order 
pizza, which we then ate at lunchtime.  

We are very pleased that most of the students enjoyed 
the celebration and we will continue working to make 
the school a place where all students who spend time in 
it do so with pleasure! 

Year 11 Student Council Member,  

Alexandra 'Sanya' Shipilova 
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Year 11 Alternative Media Portraits 
The Year 11s created A3 portraits of their classmates out of alternative 
materials: "Seung-Hee" by Ulyana Smolenskaya out of plasticine and "Ulyana 
Smolenskaya" by Seung-Hee Kwak from seed beads. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 7 Drawing Machine Competition 
This October, the art department hosted a team drawing machine competition. 
There were some excellent submissions! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BISM 3  - October 



The Great Debate! 

Year 13 Psychology students had the privilege of being invited into the 
psychology department of the Higher School of Economics. The department 

hosted 'The Great 
Debate' where Master 
psychology students 
participated in a heated 
debate over the Stanford 
Prison Experiment and its 
validity and issues of 
ethics. Our students 
observed the debate and 
were given an 
opportunity to give 
feedback to the 
participants. They were 
then invited to speak 
with eight Russian and 

international Master psychology students, some of whom were working as 
psychologists, to discuss what it is like to study psychology and to work as a 
psychologist. The students enjoyed the experience and now have a better idea 
of what to expect when they enter University themselves. 

Daniel Cavanagh 

Psychology teacher  

Auction 
The auction on the 13.11.18 was a great charity 
event and an outstanding accomplishment of IB CAS 
students. We collected 12000 roubles in 15 minutes! 
A big thank you to all students, teachers and parents 
who were involved!  
Polina O  
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Go Blue for UNICEF 
In celebration of World Children's day, Rebecca and 
Katarina Agius Jager talked to the school in their role as 
junior ambassadors for Unicef. Students across the globe 
dressed in blue to highlight the issue of children's rights. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A thank you from UNICEF for the 
charitable donations that were 
collected earlier in the term. 
Thank you to everyone for your 
involvement, and especially to 
Katarina and Rebecca for 
inspiring and organising this. 

Donations to Unicef totalled 
over 9,500 roubles. 
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Shakespearean sonnet 
The first attempt at a Shakespearean sonnet by Timur Aliagaev in year 8. I 
think he should be very proud of the results: 

 

The Post 

 

I sat in a brick hut. This was my post. 

My eyelids were heavy, it was late, very late… 

This what I hated most about my post. 

As I sat and watched the huge iron gate 

I remembered how the young ran to sign 

The wretched poster near the army hut 

And how my family all said, “It’s fine,” 

But father sat, looked, kept his mouth shut. 

Those souls who dreamed of heroic battle 

Went forth to defeat the German foe 

And now I sit here in a deep, dank hole. 

How many are injured? How many dead? 

Too many, far too many, as I always said. 

 

Timur Aliagaev  
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Model UN 
As a part of the CAS program, the year 12s 
participated in the Model UN program 
along with participants from school 7 on 
Tuesday, 27thof November. One of the 
things that is central to the IB is the idea of 

international-mindedness so it was great to 
participate in this. The students represented 
different countries and gave a speech on 
their assigned topics, followed with 
questions from their peers. We’re looking 
forward to more events like this!  Polina O  

Breaking Down Barriers Film Festival 
From the 23rd - 26th of November members of the Student Council and the IB 
students had the wonderful opportunity to volunteer at the Breaking Down 
Barriers Film Festival, helping out with tasks ranging from handing out food, 
carrying boxes and selling merchandise, to 
translating, working at the reception and 
dealing with the technical side of operating 
a cinema. This was an amazing experience 
that allowed us to work with incredibly 
inspirational people and learn skills, as well 
as support people with disabilities from all 
over the world. Throughout the festival we 

also got the 
chance to see 
films centering around the issue of disability in 
society, both made by independent directors and 
famous public figures in the community, as well as 
a few incredible performances at the opening 
ceremony. This was an extraordinary experience 
that we hope to repeat again! 

Lilia Sukhova - November 
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CALENDAR OF TERMS FOR ACADEMIC YEAR 2018/2019   
  

SPRING TERM (second academic term) 2018/2019 ACADEMIC YEAR: 

Wednesday 9th January First day of Term Two  

Friday 15th February School closes for half Term  

Monday 25th  February School re-opens   

Friday 5th April  Last day of Term Two 
    

SUMMER TERM (third academic term) 2018/2019 ACADEMIC YEAR: 

Monday 15th April First day of Term Three  

Friday 5th July  Last day of Term Three 
 

   
Public Holidays    
Friday 8th March    
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday  1st May, 2nd May, 3rd May  
Thursday, Friday  
9thMay,10th May    
Wednesday  12th June   
 

   
Please be aware that international examinations may fall both during term and vacation time. 

During the government holidays (non-working public holidays) of the Russian Federation the 
lessons are not delivered. 

Please be aware that government holidays (non-working public holidays) may be transferred to 
other days in accordance with laws of Russian Federation and Regulation of Government of 
Russian Federation. 
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